
to-day chiefly historical, it seemed worth while to
credit them, history itself being pregnant with in-
struction.
" Instead of arranging these papers chronologically

we have grouped them according to the subject with
which they deal ; and have, consequently, inserted
after the individual lectures on diseases of the lungs
notes bearing on their subject-matter."
The above is a portion of the preface signed by

M. Bourneville, and indicates in a measure the scope
of the work, which makes no pretence to being an
exhaustive treatise on thoracic disease. The name,
of Charcot has been so closely identified of late
years with diseases of the nervous system, our
knowled-ge of which he has done somuch to broaden
and deepen, that one is tempted to forget that until
recently he held the chair of pathological anatomyin the Paris Faculty. These lectures, forming part
of his course in that department, are naturally pri-
marily pathological, incidentally clinical. And
it is interesting to note here that in the prologue,
as it were, to the first lecture, while setting forth
briefly the objects he aims at in his course, he crit-
icises the tendency, so strong among the Germans,
to divorce pathological anatomy from clinical medi-
cine. The volume before us lacks the intense and
living interest which attaches itself to some of the
rest of the work of the eminent author, and is not
likely to be very widely read in this country, where
we are too much inclined to limit our reading and
studies to the very latest and periodical literature.
Moreover, as yet at least, this volume has not been
translated. The mind of Charcot illumines any
subject on which it is turned, and the profit to be
derived froin the perusal of one or another of his
works is always real though it varies in degree.
Wood's Medical and Surgical Monographs. Vol. I.
No. 1. New York, January, 1889.
Messrs. Wood & Co. propose to issue to sub-

scribers a monthly volume similar to the one before
us, the first of the series, which opens with Mr.
Jonathan Hutchinson's six lectures on " The Pedi-
gree of Disease " delivered before the Royal College
of Surgeons in 1881 and published by Churchill in
1884 in separate form. These lectures are too well
known to require notice in this place. The second
monograph is on " Common Diseases of the Skin,"
by Dr. Robert M. Simon, of Birmingham, who dis-
poses of pruritus, eczema, psoriasis, scabies, acne, and
ringworm in less than forty-five pages averaging
between three and four hundred words to the
page. The third and final monograph is on
" The Varieties and Treatment of Bronchitis," pre-
sented in fourteen clinical lectures by Dr. Ferrand, of
the Laennec Hospital, Paris. Even at the risk of
seeming overcritical wo cannot help expressing thewish that M. Ferrand had, like Dr. Simon, sinned
liy being too brief. In ninety-five pages he, as it
seems to us, confuses a comparatively simple sub-
ject by over-classification ; perhaps having fixed inhis mind the French saying that classification is
knowledge, and forgetting that the classification
must be a natural and true one if use and valuable
knowledge is to result. He divides bronchitis into
the congestive (dry); catarrhal (with thin expecto-
ration); inflammatory (with purulent and muco-pur-
ulent expectoration); spasmodic (asthmaof all vari-

eties, pertussis, i'alsc croup, etc.); and the infectiousforms.
Perhaps the volume is not a fair index of those

which are to follow ; but the practice of holding the
better wine in reserve is not one which is generallyfollowed in these latter days.
The Pathology, Clinical History, and Diagnosis of
Affections of the Mediastinum other than those of the
Heart and Aorta. With tables giving the clinical
history of five hundred and twenty cases. Being
an essay to which was awarded the FothergillianMedal of the Medical Society of London, March,1888. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston, Son & Co.
pp. 150.
It would not be easy to speak in terms of too

high praise of this essay, which is likely even to
tstand as a, foundation on which to build the fuller

knowledge of mediastinal disease in store for us or
our successors more or less remote. Cases of disease
affecting well-defined organs occupying the medi-
astinum or its neighborhood are not included in this
analysis. The collection comprises 134 cases of
cancer, 98 of sarcoma, 115 of abscess, with many
other cases which can be more or less definitely clas-sified.
The conclusions to which the author is led are as

follows : —

1st. Cancer is more frequently found in the medi-
astinal spaces than any other morbid process. 2nd.
Abscess is the morbid process next in frequency.3rd. Sarcoma occupies a third position as to fre-
quency. 4th. Lymphomata and lymphadenomata
occupy a fourth place, but are much more rare
than the o'thcrs mentioned. 5th. The anterior medi-
astinum is affected far more frequently than arc the
other two spaces. 6th. Most mediastinal growths
occur in adults. 7th. More males are affected than
females by mediastinal disease, be that disease
what it may. 8th. Cancer and sarcoma of this space
are necessarily fatal. 9th. Abscess is recovered
from in about 40 per cent, of the cases.
It only remains for us to congratulate Dr. Harris

on the great and well-merited success with which
his essay has been crowned.

— The family of the late George L. Harrison, of
Philadelphia, has offered $200,000 to the Board of
Trustees of the Protestant Episcopal Hospital,
with which to found and endow a building for in-
curables. The board will accept the offer.' Mrs.
Harrison joins with her four sons in making the
gift.
— The Philadelphia Daily Times says of the

competitive examinations for appointments as resi-
dent physicians at the Philadelphia Hospital
that the examinations are conducted with everypossible assurance of impartiality, by physiciansand surgeons attached to all the leading medical
schools of the city, so that there can be no doubt
that the marks fairly indicate the respectivequalifications of the candidates. Of the sixteen
having the highest marks, the University had grad-
uated thirteen and the Women's College three, a
very good showing for the women in proportion to
their numbers. All of these young physicians had
pursued the three-years' graded course.
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